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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking 
place within our community. The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of 
success, and to document our journey of becoming the Leading College of Equity and 
Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

   

 

The Board of Trustees held a 
special meeting yesterday to 
consider the current and future 
name of the College of 
Continuing Education César E. 
Chávez campus. After public 
comment and careful 
deliberation, the Board 
unanimously voted to remove 
Chávez’s name effective 
immediately, citing the broader 
legal and social context 
surrounding sexual violence and 
the importance of acknowledging 
survivors’ voices. 
 
To allow for a thoughtful and 
inclusive renaming process, the 
campus will temporarily revert to 
its previous name, Harbor View. 
This interim step ensures a 
transparent, stakeholder-driven 
approach involving students, 
faculty, staff, and community 
members. President Tina King 
will lead this process, with a 
recommended permanent name 
expected to be presented in Fall 
2026. 
 



 

To read the full message from 
Chancellor Smith, click here. 
  

 

Join us at the San Diego Mesa College 33rd Annual 
Scholarship Awards Ceremony on Wednesday, April 29, 
2026 at 4:30 pm in the Mesa College Gymnasium.  
 
Together, we will celebrate the achievements of our 
students and honor the generosity of our donors. The 
evening will include appetizers, recipient recognition, 
opportunity drawings, and more.  
 

  View Sponsorship and Ticket Options and Register 
 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

REVOLUTION: (RE)DEFINING 
BLACK STUDENT SUCCESS 
 
In 2020, a dedicated 
coalition of leaders and 
advocates within the 
California Community 
Colleges pioneered the 
creation of Black Student 
Success Week. This annual 
event, observed during the 
last full week of April, offers 
a time to reflect on our 
commitment to the 
academic well-being of 
underserved students, 
including but not limited to 
Black and African American 
students. 
 
The seventh annual Black 
Student Success Week is 
scheduled for April 20 - 24, 
2026. This year's theme 
is Revolution: (Re)Defining 
Black Student Success. The 
2026 Black Student Success 
Week shifts from 
institutional designations 
(BSIs) to an overall structural 
transformation, and calls for 
a deliberate redefinition of 
who higher education 
serves, how it serves, and 
who controls the narrative of 
Black student success. 
 
For a full list of events, click 
here for the flyer.  
  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lt4g_T1BcN3zLyNSyiDQIKPB4phpmCFg/view?usp=sharing
https://givebutter.com/MesaSAC2026
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a-ceic0PpDEqmO0XQx7IBVAMuCdfWi-r/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a-ceic0PpDEqmO0XQx7IBVAMuCdfWi-r/view?usp=sharing


Non-Participation in Immigration Enforcement Activities 
 
Please remember that our district has an official immigration policy, AP 3415. This policy 
directs all inquiries regarding immigration enforcement to the District Chancellor and 
District General Counsel. If you receive a confirmed report of immigration enforcement on 
campus, please contact: 

• SDCCD Chancellor’s Office (Greg Smith): 619-388-6957 | chancellor@sdccd.edu 
• SDCCD General Counsel (Ljubisa Kostic): 619-388-6589 | lkostic@sdccd.edu 

You are not expected to engage with immigration enforcement or place yourself or others 
at risk. If approached by immigration officials, you may respond:“I am not authorized to 
speak with you, answer your questions, or provide access to any people or facilities per 
SDCCD policy. Only the District Chancellor and General Counsel have authority to assist 
you.”To stay informed and prepared: 

• Update your emergency contact information in the MySDCCD portal 
• Download the SDCCDsafe App 
• Refer to the District’s Immigration Resources page 
• Continue to read campus emails and official updates 

San Diego Mesa College has a clear, coordinated Immigration Enforcement Response 
Plan centered on our Emergency Management Response Team, led by the President and 
including College Communications, Vice Presidents, Facilities and Operations, OEHS, and 
the Campus Community Emergency Response Team, in coordination with SDCCD Police. 
Recognizing that every incident is unique, this structure ensures we are prepared to act 
quickly and compassionately with clear communication, coordinated safety measures, and 
robust support for students and employees should an incident occur. 

  

 

  

   

 

Check out the latest from MESA at Mesa!  
 
The MESA Program proudly celebrates Biology major Maria 
Teresa Rodriguez Rivera, a recipient of the prestigious CELP 
Scholarship through the Aquarium of the Pacific. This $10,000 
award recognizes her dedication to STEM and supports her 
continued academic and professional growth. 
 
In March, MESA provided students with valuable hands-on 
learning and industry connections through a partnership with 
Rick Engineering and an engineering panel hosted with the San 
Diego SHPE chapter—reinforcing its commitment to preparing 
students for STEM careers. 
 

 

 

  

 

   

 

We have officially started 
the second-eight week 
session for Spring 2026, 
with steady growth in our 
enrollment 
numbers.  Currently, our 

https://www.sdccd.edu/docs/District/procedures/General%20Institution/AP%203415.pdf
mailto:chancellor@sdccd.edu
mailto:lkostic@sdccd.edu
https://myportal.sdccd.edu/
https://sdccd.apparmor.com/clients/sdccd.edu/index.html
https://www.sdccd.edu/immigration-resources/index.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mKOQwedsK0U-KMRsP7x8t8XmgvksdsCY/view?usp=sharing


 

overall headcount is 21,380 
students, 4,575 of which 
have at least 1 second-eight 
week session course.  FTES 
is 6,032 which is well above 
our target for Spring 
2026.  This FTES is also well 
above our FTES at this same 
time last Spring, which was 
5,772.  We look forward to 
the finalization of Spring 
2026 enrollment numbers 
and the pivot to summer 
and fall 2026 enrollment, 
which is right around the 
corner.   

  

 

 

Golf Tournament Basket Donations from Departments 

The Athletics Department is seeking donations for the 
first Annual Olympian Open Golf Fundraiser. If you have 
any gift cards, season tickets, sports memorabilia, or 
other desirable donations, please drop them off with 
Ryan Shumaker in the Athletics Department (ES Building, 
2nd Floor).  
 
Thank you for supporting your Mesa College student-
athletes.  
 

 

 

 

Save the Date!  
Golden Scissors Fashion 
Show Friday, May 22 at 5:00 
PM on campus 
Tickets are on sale now with 
early bird pricing: 
https://sdmesafashion.ludus.
com/ 
 
Golden Scissors is our 
signature annual runway 
show and student showcase, 
featuring original student 
designer collections, a full-
scale production, and an 
incredible collaboration 
across our Fashion, Culinary, 
Hospitality, and Music 
programs. It is always a 
highlight of the year and a 
truly special event for our 
campus community. 
We would love to see you 
there and truly appreciate 
your support of our 
students!  
  

https://sdmesafashion.ludus.com/
https://sdmesafashion.ludus.com/


 

  

 

  

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at 
all the great things that are happening on our campus. We 
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our 
students, and also to sign up to receive these newsletters 
straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign up and for more 
information about Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

Great News from Financial Aid! 
During the yearly All Financial Aid Directors meeting, hosted by the California Community 
College Chancellors Office, San Diego Mesa College was recognized as a top 10 California 
Community College with increases in paid Cal Grants to undocumented students.  

  

Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

   

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Mesa-Journeys-Newsletter--Week-of-4-6-2026---Spring-into-April-at-Mesa--See-what-s-happening-across-campus-this-month-.html?soid=1134893054549&aid=UuMoHg54rDg
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MZFcCUFZhHBQGt63TWO3tZqbGresleUS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ygm32ib1mZ_eRb_mS7sJfq0owaO5VPYu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GiQoUm7K8iOwNTrU9-gdnstmjLPIcqWK/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n-cW02ZF1tKW2osrxmln193ltnMTTxXC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y_xhQXzqUO6dLchyWC9XAFtCMwXYb9Um/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BeEmC9ETu-bWf_uEtr7GEohPM12-CyKi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hxgsX2ocJIgC1fst2kX2ZIEQsHh1zfrr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q_8Rhv4oOgfDBkh1jeoUvVg4DhdrdO_F/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SNl0V1O7L4riQ4rniqinoZDrQRc8fbAc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y2dRaRqWbR9TfeBFBxcWPEiVRixMX8TK/view?usp=sharing


 

  

   

Notice: Effective Monday, April 6, the Business Services Office will close at 12:00 PM daily 
for walk-up service to accommodate year-end processing. We appreciate your patience 
and understanding during this busy time. 
  
Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Year-End Deadlines | Consolidated Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Year-End 
Deadlines  

  

   

 

 

A site walk has been scheduled 
to review safety, logistics, and 
anticipated impacts related to 
upcoming work on the slope 
above the southeast corner of 
Parking Lot 1 (see diagram to 
the right). 
 
Tree and shrub removal will take 
place in Parking Lot 1 adjacent 
to the baseball field from Friday, 
April 10 through Tuesday, April 
14, 2026, between 
approximately 7:00 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m. each day. This work is 
necessary to remove a dead 
tree in preparation for soil 
borings associated with the 
future Performing Arts Center 
and Administration Building 
project. 
 
During this time, approximately 
30 parking spaces will be 
temporarily unavailable. Minor 
construction noise and dust may 
also be present in the 
immediate work area. 
 
Next steps include coordination 
of a comprehensive safety 
plan—outlining fencing, staging 
areas, and related measures—
and a pre-construction walk to 
be scheduled no later than 
Wednesday, April 8. Additional 
details will be shared as they 
become available. 
Thank you for your continued 
support. 
  

https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/_assets/Fiscal%20Year%202025-2026%20Year-End%20Deadlines%20for%20San%20Diego%20Mesa%20College.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mXQnAekUn3C9ImNNpOKrd8V3OKMUh2YB/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mXQnAekUn3C9ImNNpOKrd8V3OKMUh2YB/view?usp=drive_link


   

Click here to learn which administrative areas are involved in managing our college operations. 
  

 

  

   

New Resource: Data Element Dictionary & Acronym Glossary 
 
The Institutional Effectiveness (IE) Office has published a new Data Element Dictionary & 
Acronym Glossary on our website to support a shared understanding of the terminology used 
across Mesa College. Whether you’re reviewing reports, navigating dashboards, or 
interpreting campus communications, this resource is designed to clarify common data 
definitions and acronyms in one central place. You can find it on the IE website under the Data 
Dictionary & Acronym Glossary section. We invite you to explore it and reach out to the IE 
Office with suggestions for new additions, updates, or corrections as we continue to build and 
refine this tool together. For feedback, please contact Adriana Caetano at 
acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu. 
  

IE Office Hours – A Dedicated Time to Think Through Your Data Together 
 
The Institutional Effectiveness (IE) Office is launching weekly Office Hours to serve as a 
partner for your data questions and ideas. Whether you’re exploring data for program 
review or accreditation, thinking through how to use our dashboards, or simply trying to 
make sense of what the data is telling you, we welcome the opportunity to work 
alongside you. During the Spring semester, from January 20 (Flex Week) through June 1, 
we will pilot these new office hours. Join us Tuesdays from 12:30–1:30 p.m. in the IE 
Office (A-109). We have a conference room for collaborative conversations—and yes, 
there’s coffee too!  
We look forward to being your data thought partner. 

  

 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14veiKCHVPe_EjKWJU8n13DQjh2r1LWYr/view?usp=sharing
https://app.fabric.microsoft.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYWEwZmVmY2QtZDgyNy00ODVlLTk3ZjgtYTUwNTI3N2M4NTEyIiwidCI6IjA0MGM2MDMxLTNhYmItNDgzNS1iMzBjLTlkODg5NTViNGM2OSIsImMiOjZ9
https://app.fabric.microsoft.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYWEwZmVmY2QtZDgyNy00ODVlLTk3ZjgtYTUwNTI3N2M4NTEyIiwidCI6IjA0MGM2MDMxLTNhYmItNDgzNS1iMzBjLTlkODg5NTViNGM2OSIsImMiOjZ9
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/institutional-effectiveness/index.shtml
mailto:acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu


 

  

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 
View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, 
and Krista Stellmacher, CFRE and Director in service to the Office of Resource Development 
and Foundation.  
 View Recording 

  

 

 

Join us for the San Diego Mesa College 
Olympian Open on July 24, 2026, at 12 p.m. as 
we tee off to support our incredible student 
athletes. This signature golf fundraiser brings 
together community leaders, alumni, and 
champions of education for a day of fun, 
connection, and purpose. Your participation, 
whether through sponsorships, donations, or 
in kind gifts, directly fuels athletic equipment 
and academic support that help our 
Olympians succeed both on the field and in 
the classroom. 
 

   Register and Donate 
 

 

 

Our annual Mesa College Giving Day will 
take place on the eve of our graduation 
commencement, Thursday, May 28th. This 
is a day where we join together to build 
community and support for Mesa and our 
students. With the help of Maria Teresa 
Rodriguez Rivera (Mesa Impactship Program 
Intern), Kiana Kikuchi, and Amanda Brown, 
we are elevating our efforts this year. Here’s 
our timeline: 
 
·         April 20: Ambassador Toolkit Available 
·         May 4: #MesaGivingDay Kickoff 
·         May 28: #MesaGivingDay 
·         May 31: Deadline for #MesaGivingDay 
donations 

https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
https://givebutter.com/c/SDMCAthleticsOlympianOpen2026
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/


 

We are seeking Ambassadors to help spread 
the word about #MesaGivingDay - anyone 
can support! 
 

▶️Join our Ambassador Interest List for 
updates on how you can get involved 
  

 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please 
visit the links below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit 
the links below: 

  

   

 

 

   

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedP8e38hfIAt61KgD1b2Hl1JtBd4RUR8_4OXt0bSO3a68bSg/viewform?usp=publish-editor
http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/

