
 
Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2026 9:38 AM 
Subject: Weekly Update from Prez Hands - Week of March 23, 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. The 
updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the Leading 
College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

   

 

 

SDCCD Board of Trustees to Meet on April 6 to Discuss 
César E. Chávez Campus Name  
  
The San Diego Community College District Board of 
Trustees will hold a special meeting on Monday, April 6, 
from 4–7 p.m. at the César E. Chávez Campus (1901 
Main Street, Barrio Logan) to receive public input and 
discuss the campus naming. Those unable to attend 
may email boardoffice@sdccd.edu 
for remote participation instructions. The meeting will 
also be livestreamed on the Board of Trustees’ YouTube 
channel. 
 
Read the joint statement from the Chicano and Chicana 
Studies Departments at San Diego Mesa College and 
San Diego City College here.  
  
  

mailto:boardoffice@sdccd.edu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S1ZRdCXir9oU3YNXQkuq9SNlxT00lp6m/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S1ZRdCXir9oU3YNXQkuq9SNlxT00lp6m/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S1ZRdCXir9oU3YNXQkuq9SNlxT00lp6m/view?usp=sharing


   

 

 

 

Mesa College proudly celebrates Dr. Edeama Onwuchekwa Jonah, Associate 
Professor, Equity and Engagement Librarian, LRAS Department Chair, and Mesa’s 
DEIA Coordinator, as the recipient of the ASCCC Regina Stanback Stroud Inclusion, 
Diversity, Equity, Antiracism, and Accessibility Award. 
 
This prestigious statewide honor recognizes her exceptional commitment to 
advancing equity, expanding access, and improving student success. At Mesa, Dr. 
Onwuchekwa Jonah has transformed the library into an equity-centered learning 
space, strengthened support for Black student success, and improved accessibility 
for students with disabilities—driving meaningful, measurable gains in student 
achievement. 
 
To read more, click here for the Mesa College Newsroom.  
  

 

 

Spring Break is on Monday, March 30 - Thursday, April 2. 
All campuses will be closed on Friday, April 3.  
 
Spring Break is next week! While classes will not be in session, 
this time can be used to catch up on tasks or take a moment to 
relax as we move through the semester 
 

 

 

 

36-Hour Work Week Pilot Comes to a Close 
 
The pilot, implemented January 5th, will end on April 
3rd. Beginning Monday, April 6th, all full-time 
employees will return to standard 40-hour work weeks 
to support critical end-of-year activities that help 
students complete their programs, graduate, and 
transfer. 
  

Non-Participation in Immigration Enforcement Activities 
 
Please remember that our district has an official immigration policy, AP 3415. This policy directs all inquiries regarding 
immigration enforcement to the District Chancellor and District General Counsel. If you receive a confirmed report of 
immigration enforcement on campus, please contact: 

• SDCCD Chancellor’s Office (Greg Smith): 619-388-6957 | chancellor@sdccd.edu 
• SDCCD General Counsel (Ljubisa Kostic): 619-388-6589 | lkostic@sdccd.edu 

You are not expected to engage with immigration enforcement or place yourself or others at risk. If approached by 
immigration officials, you may respond: “I am not authorized to speak with you, answer your questions, or provide 
access to any people or facilities per SDCCD policy. Only the District Chancellor and General Counsel have authority to 
assist you. ”To stay informed and prepared: 

• Update your emergency contact information in the MySDCCD portal 
• Download the SDCCDsafe App 
• Refer to the District’s Immigration Resources page 

https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdccd.edu/docs/District/procedures/General%20Institution/AP%203415.pdf
mailto:chancellor@sdccd.edu
mailto:lkostic@sdccd.edu
https://myportal.sdccd.edu/
https://sdccd.apparmor.com/clients/sdccd.edu/index.html
https://www.sdccd.edu/immigration-resources/index.aspx


• Continue to read campus emails and official updates 
San Diego Mesa College has a clear, coordinated Immigration Enforcement Response Plan centered on our Emergency 
Management Response Team, led by the President and including College Communications, Vice Presidents, Facilities and 
Operations, OEHS, and the Campus Community Emergency Response Team, in coordination with SDCCD Police. 
Recognizing that every incident is unique, this structure ensures we are prepared to act quickly and compassionately 
with clear communication, coordinated safety measures, and robust support for students and employees should an 
incident occur. 

  

 

  

   

 

Golf Tournament Basket Donations from Departments 

The Athletics Department is seeking donations for the first Annual 
Olympian Open Golf Fundraiser. If you have any gift cards, season 
tickets, sports memorabilia, or other desirable donations, please drop 
them off with Ryan Shumaker in the Athletics Department (ES Building, 
2nd Floor).  
 
Thank you for supporting your Mesa College student-athletes.  
 

 

 

   

   

 

 

Student interest and enrollment into the second eight-
week session continues to rise slowly.  We have 10 new 
students who have enrolled into second eight-week 
classes since this time last week.    In order to address 
potential bots, we continue to work through the 
fraudulent reports weekly.  The district will also support 
additional adjustments up until April 6, once the second 
eight-week session starts.  Our current headcount is 
21,353 with an FTES of 6,009.  We continue to feel 
positive about meeting Spring 2026 enrollment goals.    

  



 

 

Fashion Redux 2026: Cocktail Hour  
Thursday, April 9, 2026  
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Purchase tickets here 
 
Celebrating its 15th anniversary, the San Diego History Center 
and Mesa College Fashion Program present Fashion Redux 2026: 
Cocktail Hour. This collaboration brings together the evolution of 
the cocktail dress, pairing historical archives with the talent of 
San Diego’s emerging fashion designers. The 2026 theme, cocktail 
hour, explores how social rebellion and Prohibition-era legislation 
influenced the American wardrobe. From Victorian roots to mid-
century glamour, this exhibition features historic textiles owned 
or worn by women in San Diego, as well as the unique material 
culture and archives specific to our binational region. General: 
$15 SDHC Members: $10 Mesa Students (with discount code): 
$10 
Apply student discount code on payment page. 
 

 

 

 

Save the Date!  
Golden Scissors Fashion Show Friday, May 22 at 5:00 
PM on campus 
Tickets are on sale now with early bird pricing: 
https://sdmesafashion.ludus.com/ 
 
Golden Scissors is our signature annual runway show 
and student showcase, featuring original student 
designer collections, a full-scale production, and an 
incredible collaboration across our Fashion, Culinary, 
Hospitality, and Music programs. It is always a highlight 
of the year and a truly special event for our campus 
community. 
We would love to see you there and truly appreciate 
your support of our students!  
 

 

 

  

 

  

https://sandiegohistorycenter.ticketing.veevartapp.com/tickets/view/list/fashion-redux-2026-student-reveal
https://sdmesafashion.ludus.com/


 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at all 
the great things that are happening on our campus. We 
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our students, 
and also to sign up to receive these newsletters straight to their 
inboxes! Click below to sign up and for more information about 
Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

  

   

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Mesa-Journeys-Newsletter--Week-of-3-16-2026---See-what-is-happening-at-Mesa-in-March-.html?soid=1134893054549&aid=tNvFNA0xwHM
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MZFcCUFZhHBQGt63TWO3tZqbGresleUS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ygm32ib1mZ_eRb_mS7sJfq0owaO5VPYu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19UVfkScMXiWrlbZpYG_v8inzlO2JdpWo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n-cW02ZF1tKW2osrxmln193ltnMTTxXC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19JF5QqSijKkmrHQiM7BC6w3HRkIpi3Qz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BeEmC9ETu-bWf_uEtr7GEohPM12-CyKi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hxgsX2ocJIgC1fst2kX2ZIEQsHh1zfrr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q_8Rhv4oOgfDBkh1jeoUvVg4DhdrdO_F/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SNl0V1O7L4riQ4rniqinoZDrQRc8fbAc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y2dRaRqWbR9TfeBFBxcWPEiVRixMX8TK/view?usp=sharing


   

 

 

Acting Director, College Facilities and Operations 
Under the direction of the Acting Vice President of Administrative Services, 
the Director provides strategic leadership for campus facilities, operations, 
and event management, ensuring efficient, compliant, and equitable 
administrative services that support student success. Responsibilities include 
overseeing facilities planning, coordinating renovations and construction 
projects, managing space and event operations, supervising staff, and 
collaborating with campus and district partners. 
 
Interested applicants should discuss their interest with their supervisor and 
submit a résumé and letter of interest to Jacqueline Collins by March 31, 
2026, at 9:00 a.m. Candidates must be current full-time SDCCD employees. 
Interviews will be held via Zoom the week of April 6, with an anticipated start 
date of April 20 for a six-month assignment. 
 
Review the full job description here 
 
  

 

 

As part of our ongoing commitment to campus safety and 
preparedness, we have scheduled an ALICE Training for April 
10th, from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM. 
 
ALICE (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate) provides 
civilians with the skills and strategies needed to survive an active 
threat situation in the critical moments before first responders 
arrive. Our College Police team of Certified ALICE Instructors 
provides these sessions year-round to ensure our community is 
well-prepared. 
 
What to Expect: Each session focuses on situational awareness, 
practical response options, and strategies to increase both 
personal and collective safety on campus. 
 
Registration Details: Please note that a minimum of 10 
participants is required for this session. If we do not reach this 
threshold, the training will unfortunately be canceled. 
 
[Link to Sign Up] 
 
Deadline to Register: Please sign up by Tuesday, March 31st at 
4:00 PM. 
 
Thank you for your dedication to a safer campus environment.  
 

 

 

 

Last week, the District experienced a temporary 
communication outage between SDCCD Police Dispatch 
and our campus. In the event you are unable to reach 
Dispatch by phone, please utilize the Message College 
Police text feature within the SDCCD Safe App. You can 
download the SDCCD Safe App [download here] to 
ensure you have a reliable secondary line of 
communication. For more information regarding 
SafeApp features, please visit the SDCCD Safety 
Services webpage. 
  

Notice: Effective Monday, April 6, the Business Services Office will close at 12:00 PM daily for walk-up service to 
accommodate year-end processing. We appreciate your patience and understanding during this busy time. 

https://www.sdccd.edu/docs/HumanResources/classification/descriptions/Management/Director,%20College%20Facilities%20and%20Operations.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSer5DjTeaUUQjepnR5VuRJonZviRyiBTbdbbTloGfIVeQpiJQ/viewform
https://sdccd.apparmor.com/clients/sdccd.edu/index.html
https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/police/safety-services/index.aspx
https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/police/safety-services/index.aspx


  
Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Year-End Deadlines | Consolidated Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Year-End Deadlines  

  

   

To help us maintain a safe, clean, and fully operational campus, please remember that all requests for Facilities 
support should be submitted through the Facilities Work Order System. This system ensures your request is routed 
to the correct team and allows us to track progress and response times. 
  
You may submit a work order for issues such as: 
 Elevator outages 
 Water leaks or plumbing concerns 
 Broken glass or damaged fixtures 
 Cleaning needs (urgent or routine) 
 Heating/cooling concerns 
 Lighting or electrical issues 
 General repairs or maintenance 
  
Thank you for helping us keep our campus environment safe and welcoming. If you have questions about the 
process, please feel free to contact the Facilities Services at 619.388.2814. 

  

   

 

 

   

Click here to learn which administrative areas are involved in managing our college operations. 
  

 

  

   

https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/_assets/Fiscal%20Year%202025-2026%20Year-End%20Deadlines%20for%20San%20Diego%20Mesa%20College.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mXQnAekUn3C9ImNNpOKrd8V3OKMUh2YB/view?usp=drive_link
https://sdccd.gofmx.com/maintenance-requests/new?kiosk=true&authToken2=L7wXqeB0Bfs1ePkGZ-rwiUq6AcaeMk-MM4ThRciQIuv3h5obelCjiNphJVTEqvs8emPkAZLcI5Ogivz5drwT4KFD-vfepDzew2pjlVNnVBKe5LRSURviTKtVVy4p9z_U&embedToken=hc4Tyk9o-jc7d3njlHOCkMPrx8Grhz5zhMd67_oDyKTtQSorq9OLYPJ6DU3ECdoU_JbXjllkPUXdNVBJqVpil8GkUsyvWQawh_EEHO-DKAWhDGumjCvYuzSQEe8Djuv_RGOGuDd5ZWv96kWP4biEKg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14veiKCHVPe_EjKWJU8n13DQjh2r1LWYr/view?usp=sharing


New Resource: Data Element Dictionary & Acronym Glossary 
 
The Institutional Effectiveness (IE) Office has published a new Data Element Dictionary & Acronym Glossary on our website 
to support a shared understanding of the terminology used across Mesa College. Whether you’re reviewing reports, 
navigating dashboards, or interpreting campus communications, this resource is designed to clarify common data 
definitions and acronyms in one central place. You can find it on the IE website under the Data Dictionary & Acronym 
Glossary section. We invite you to explore it and reach out to the IE Office with suggestions for new additions, updates, or 
corrections as we continue to build and refine this tool together. For feedback, please contact Adriana Caetano at 
acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu. 
  

IE Office Hours – A Dedicated Time to Think Through Your Data Together 
 
The Institutional Effectiveness (IE) Office is launching weekly Office Hours to serve as a partner for your data questions 
and ideas. Whether you’re exploring data for program review or accreditation, thinking through how to use our 
dashboards, or simply trying to make sense of what the data is telling you, we welcome the opportunity to work 
alongside you. During the Spring semester, from January 20 (Flex Week) through June 1, we will pilot these new office 
hours. Join us Tuesdays from 12:30–1:30 p.m. in the IE Office (A-109). We have a conference room for collaborative 
conversations—and yes, there’s coffee too!  
We look forward to being your data thought partner. 

  

 

  

 

  

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 
View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, CFRE 
and Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.  
 View Recording 

  

 

  

https://app.fabric.microsoft.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYWEwZmVmY2QtZDgyNy00ODVlLTk3ZjgtYTUwNTI3N2M4NTEyIiwidCI6IjA0MGM2MDMxLTNhYmItNDgzNS1iMzBjLTlkODg5NTViNGM2OSIsImMiOjZ9
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/institutional-effectiveness/index.shtml
mailto:acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu
https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/


 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

   

 

 

   

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 
 
 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/

